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1. Belgian Bird Mondial vzw     
 

Every year in January, the COM (Confédération Ornithologique Mondiale) World Championship is 
organized in a country that is a member of the COM. For us, this is the World Championship for 
the northern part of the world. Since the seasons in the southern part of the world are exactly the 
opposite, a COM World Championship is organized there in July, their winter and exhibition 
season. 
 
It has been since 2013 that the COM Mondial was organized in Belgium, namely by the KBOF in 
Hasselt. Normally, Belgium would have its turn to organize the COM Mondial about every 6 years, 
but in recent years no federation was willing to take on this organization. And this while Belgium 
is systematically the country with the second highest number of birds at such COM Mondials, after 
the organizing country. 
 
A number of people from the Belgian clubs that organize an annual show under the auspices of 
the COM, namely the AHCCP (Ath), the Gouden Ring Show (Roeselare) and the VvNK Geel (Putte), 
put their heads together and spoke with the BOU (Belgian Ornithological Union), which is also 
recognized as COM Belgium and represents our country within the COM. It was decided to 
investigate whether it was financially feasible to organize a COM Mondial in Belgium. At the end 
of last year, this exercise resulted in a favorable opinion and thus BBM was founded. 
 
Belgian Bird Mondial (BBM) is a non-profit organization, founded at the beginning of 2024, that 
will take care of the organization of the COM Mondial in Belgium in 2026, namely in Marche-en-
Famenne. 
 
The board consists of chairman Jean-Paul Boucher, secretary/treasurer Désiré Noël, hall and 
operational managers Marc Laseure and Eddy Vaes, hotel accommodations Jean Duysens, 
legislation & PR Amélie Matagne, singing canaries Jackie Soethaert, catering Nicole Plugers and 
OMJ coordination Jos Vanoppen. 
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2. The palaces of the WEX     

 

 
 
The COM Mondial 2026 will take place in the WEX (Wallonie Expo) palaces in Marche-en-Famenne. 
Since 2001, the WEX has been the leading venue in Wallonia for the organisation of all kinds of 
major events, fairs and shows. 
 
The WEX meets all the requirements that can be expected of a Mondial for ornamental birds: 
spacious palaces, modern infrastructure, LED lighting and not to be missed: a car park for 3.000 
cars! 
 
For the Mondial 2026, 4 palaces will be used for the show birds, the sales stands, the commercial 
stands and the catering. The gala evening of the Mondial will take place in the WEXClub at the 
same location.  
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3. Marche-en-Famenne and surroundings     
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Marche-en-Famenne is a little town in the province of Luxembourg and is very centrally located in 
Wallonia, easily accessible from the Netherlands, Germany, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and 
France. Marche-en-Famenne is about an hour and a half by car from Brussels (or Zaventem 
airport). 
 
The Famenne is a geographical region in Belgium, which is part of the larger whole, the so-called 
Fagne-Famenne. The Fagne and the Famenne are separated from each other by the Meuse valley. 
The Famenne is located east of this river. 
 
The Famenne is a natural depression that is bordered by 
• the plateau of the Condroz in the north (along the line Dinant, Ciney, Durbuy), 
• the Ardennes in the southeast (along the line Beauraing, Rochefort, Marche-en-Famenne) and 
• the Meuse valley in the west. 
 
The region has an average width (measured from north to south), of approximately 20 km and 
narrows in a northeasterly direction. In the south, a narrow limestone ridge, the Calestienne (from 
the Middle Devonian), in which the rivers Lesse and Lhomme have eroded impressive caves 
(including at Han-sur-Lesse and Rochefort), forms the transition to the Ardennes. 
 
The inhabitants of the Famenne originally lived from agriculture and forestry, but tourism has also 
become an important source of income. 
 
Marche-en-Famenne is the most important traffic junction and medical care centre, and is 
considered the unofficial capital of the area. 
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4. Participating to the Mondial 2026 

 
All members of national federations or entities recognized and affiliated with the COM are eligible 
to participate in the Mondial, with exceptions arising from the inability to obtain veterinary 
certification. 
 
All exhibitors must provide their breeder number. They authorize the organizing committee and 
the COM to take any steps they deem necessary to verify this information. 
 
By entering their birds, exhibitors declare the following: 
 
• They have read and agree to the provisions of this article, as well as the regulations of the 

Mondial organizing committee, the COM, and the OMJ, including the COM code of conduct 
and disciplinary regulations, published on the COM website: www.conforni.org.  

 
• They participate exclusively for amateur and non-profit purposes. 
 
• They will respect and accept all decisions and sanctions of the jury and/or the COM control 

committee, resulting from classifications, disqualifications, suspensions, exclusions, and all 
other sanctions prescribed by Belgian law. However, the breeder always has the right to 
appeal. 

 
• They fully waive any right to moral or material compensation resulting from participation in 

this championship, theft, death, disappearance, or accident of their birds, as well as for reasons 
of absence of registered birds (illness and/or risk of an epidemic disease, etc.). 

 
• All exhibitors authorize the Organizing Committee or its delegated bodies to handle registered 

birds for ring verification and to take photos or videos. All rights or proceeds from these photos 
or videos are the property of the COM. 

 
• Exhibitors also consent to the use of their personal data for all purposes related to this 

championship and the exchange of such data between the organizers, their National COM, and 
the COM (Confédération Ornithologique Mondiale). 

 
• To respect the dates for the smooth running of the event. 
 
We hope to welcome many birds and visitors from various countries to our Mondial in Belgium. 
The BBM board will do everything possible to make your stay in Belgium as pleasant as possible. 
 
Registrations 
The series for the upcoming exhibition season have been provided to you by the COM main board. 
We expect that the birds from each participating country will be entered into the SISCOM system 
by the local COM board or the national units. This must be done before December 15, 2025. 
 
Participations to the gala-evening of Saturday January 17, 2026 also need to be entered in SISCOM 
before December 15, 2025. 
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Payments 
The registration fee must be paid into the following account before December 15, 2025: 

 Belgian Bird Mondial (BBM) asbl/vzw 
 IBAN :  BE87 1030 8876 7394 
 BIC code: NICABEBB 

 
Prices: 

 Registration fee:   € 15,00 per bird 
 Catalogue:   € 16,00 (1 per participant mandatory) 
 Gala evening:  € 70,00 per person 

 
Further questions 
Any further question scan be sent to the BBM secretary:  
Désiré NOËL, desire.noel@vvnk.net.  
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5. Information for the foreign conveyors 
 
A stand will be provided for each COM country that has registered birds for Mondial 2026. A 
standard stand is 3m x 3m and is equipped with an electricity connection. The stand may be 
larger, depending on the number of registered birds from that country and the available space. 
 
COM countries that do not register birds for Mondial 2026 are still entitled to a stand, provided 
they will staff it. Therefore, the BBM board requests these countries to inform them as soon as 
possible, and no later than December 15, 2025, whether or not they will be staffing a stand at 
Mondial 2026. The full name, surname, and email address of the person staffing the stand will also 
be confirmed. One free entry to Mondial for the three opening days will be provided for each such 
stand. If space is limited, the stands of countries without birds at Mondial may be combined into 
one larger stand. 
 
The country stands are located in Palace 5 of the WEX infrastructure. As soon as we receive the 
above information, BBM will ensure that the location of each country's stand is entered on our hall 
plan, which is available on our website: The WEX hall – Mondial Belgium 2026. 
 
The Mondial 2026 will take place at the following location: 
 

Wallonie Expo (WEX) 
Rue des Deux Provinces, 1 

BE – 6900 Marche-en-Famenne 
Belgium 
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To ensure smooth hotel arrangements, BBM requests that each participating COM country provide 
the following information by December 15, 2025. See the form on page 16: 
 
• The first and last name, phone number, and email address of the country's lead conveyor. 
• The first and last names of all other conveyors. 
• Which conveyors will be roommates? (Conveyors will typically share a room with two people.) 
• Which conveyors will need a single room? (In this case, the COM of their country will pay the 

difference of € 15,00 per night, for a total of € 135 or € 150 for the 9 or 10 nights per person, 
to the BBM account before December 15, 2025.) 

• Arrival on Friday, January 9, or Saturday, January 10, 2026? 
• Which conveyors will be participating in the excursion on Thursday, January 15, 2026, and in 

which part of the excursion (4 options)? 
• Which conveyors will participate in the gala evening on Saturday, January 17, 2026? (Only the 

official conveyors will be invited to this festive evening free of charge.) 
• If applicable, the names, first names, and email addresses of the additional conveyors who will 

accompany the birds. Their national COM will receive an invoice from BBM for their hotel costs 
and, if applicable, their participation in the festive evening. 

 
The international conveyors will stay at the following hotel: 
 

Hotel Floréal (Floreal La Roche | Floreal Holidays) 
Avenue de Villez, 6 

BE 6980 La-Roche-en-Ardenne 
Belgium 

Tel: +32 84 21 94 46 
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Hotel Floréal is located at 27 minutes from the WEX palaces. 
 

 
 

Access to the parking lot for international conveyors is arranged as follows: 
 
• For the bird entry and on other "working days," conveyors can simply enter the WEX grounds 

through the main entrance (the orange route on the mobility map below is indicated as 
"Autobus"). 

• On opening days (January 16-17-18, 2026), conveyors —as well as stand exhibitors, guests, 
and staff—must follow the red route to enter the parking lot through the right-hand side 
entrance. A section of the parking lot is reserved for these people. Conveyors will be given a 
"free parking" slip upon arrival at Mondial 2026. BBM will record the license plate and make 
of each conveyors 's vehicle, as well as the driver's mobile phone number. 
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The foreign birds will be entered on Saturday, January 10, 2026, between 8:30 AM and 10:00 PM, 
with the possibility of an extension on Sunday, January 11, 2026, from 8:30 AM. It is possible that 
conveyors with foreign birds may arrive as early as Friday, January 9, 2026. If this is the case before 
7:00 PM, the birds can be unloaded and placed in the country stand for the relevant country, if 
desired. The hall will close at 8:00 PM on Friday, January 9, 2026. Caging on Friday is not permitted. 
 
Louis Heremans has been appointed as the general coordinator for the foreign conveyors. Louis 
has been a Belgian handler for 35 years, and many foreign conveyors know him. 
 
BBM has made the following arrangements for the foreign conveyors: 
 
• Upon arrival, conveyors must report to the BBM secretariat, where they will receive a badge, 

vest, and continuous wristband. 
• Several carts will be provided for each country, each marked with its own flag. These carts can 

be used, if necessary, upon arrival to transport the birds from the truck to the country's stand 
and afterward to provide food for feeding. BBM requests that all conveyors respect their 
colleagues from other countries and therefore not use equipment from others unless mutually 
agreed upon. 

• A floor plan will be provided for each country, indicating all points in the WEX halls where clean 
water can be obtained and where dirty water can be disposed of. 

• At the time of entering the birds, all exhibition cages will be ready on the racks, equipped with 
sand, food, and water. Each country will have the necessary number of cable ties available to 
secure the cage doors, where applicable. 

• On Sunday and Monday, January 11 and 12, the transport cages can be kept at the country 
stands, after which they can be transferred to a storage area at the rear of Palace 1. This 
storage area will be organized so that each country always has access to its own transport 
cages. 

• For feeding and watering the birds, each row of the show will be designated with the conveyors 
responsible for this and the country from which they come. BBM has designated a section 
coordinator for each section and a backup for this person. These people will ensure that their 
team properly carries out all tasks within their section. In this context, they will also supervise 
the feeding activities of the foreign conveyors and their Belgian colleagues who are also 
involved in these tasks. 

• On Saturday, January 10, 2026 (caging) and Sunday, January 18, 2026 (decabling), there will be 
no dinner for the conveyors at the hotel, but dinner will be provided in the WEX hall, as work 
typically continues later on those days. 

• On Sunday, January 18, 2026, the Mondial will close at 4:00 PM. The Belgian birds are 
scheduled to be released from the cages starting at 5:00 PM. We hope to allow the foreign 
conveyors to begin their release around 7:00 PM. We will close at 10:00 PM; any birds still 
needing to be released will have to wait until Monday, January 19, 2026, again starting at 8:30 
AM. 

 
 
Excursion on Thursday, January 15, 2026 
Together with the Local Development Agency of the city of Marche-en-Famenne, BBM has 
developed an excursion for foreign conveyors. The excursion begins after the bird feeding, around 
10:00 AM, at the WEX. 
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Here is the itinerary for this excursion: 
 

  
Program 

 
 09:45 The bus picks up the conveyors at the WEX 
 10:00 Visit to local brewery Minne: guided tour and tasting 
 12:00 Lunch in restaurant L’Effet Boeuf 

 
 At 14:00 the group can split according to interest: 
 

o Option A (max. 25 persons):  
guided tour to the historical center of Marche-en-Famenne 
 

o Option B (max. 20 persons):  
guided tour to Cordaneum, the center for luthery and violins 
 

o Option C (max. 25 persons):  
guided tour to the Saint-Etienne de Waha church (Romanesque art, 
stained glass windows of Jean-Michel Folon), classified in the Walloon 
Heritage List 
 

o Option D (max. 20 persons):  
guided tour to the Ateliers of the Fromagerie du Samson  
 

o The bus brings the conveyors on site in the following sequence: A-B-C-D. 
For the return, the sequence is: C-D-B-A. 

 
 Around 4:00 PM everyone will be brought back to the WEX and the conveyors can 

go to the Floréal hotel and prepare for the conveyors' party. 
  

 

 

 
Various tourist activities will also be planned in Marche-en-Famenne during the opening days of 
our Mondial, for visitors or their families. We assume they will have their own transportation to 
make this excursion. Further information about these activities will be available on our website 
shortly. Please note: reservations are required for these activities. 
 
The Marche-en-Famenne tourist office will have a booth at the main entrance of the Mondial. So 
please share this with participants from your own country and anyone else planning to visit the 
Mondial in Belgium. It could be a wonderful outing with family or friends! 
 
The party with the conveyors is planned for Thursday evening at Hotel Le Floréal. 
 
Food and drinks 
The international conveyors will have breakfast at Hotel Floréal in Han-sur-Lesse. They are 
expected at the WEX around 8:00 AM at the latest, where the workday begins at 8:30 AM. 
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During breaks, refrigerators with soft drinks and coffee will be available at the rear of Palace 1 of 
the WEX. This is also where a hot meal will be served to the conveyors and staff at the Mondial in 
at noon. On days with high attendance at the WEX—such as judgement days and opening days—
meals will be served in two shifts, likely arranged by the palace. 
 
In the evening, the conveyors will return to Hotel Floréal, where they will also be offered a hot 
meal, with the exception of Saturday, January 10, 2026 (caging), Sunday, January 18, 2026 
(decabling), and Thursday, January 15, 2026. On the first two of these exceptional days, work will 
be extended and dinner will be provided at the WEX. On Thursday evening, there will be a party 
for the conveyors, and they will provide their own food. Naturally, there will also be a Belgian stand 
with Belgian specialties. 
 
The Mondial 2026 gala evening begins on Saturday evening, January 17, 2026, at 8:00 PM in Club 
WEX, at the front of Palace 1 of the WEX. All official conveyors can attend this gala evening free of 
charge. Since past experience has shown that not all conveyors participate in this gala evening, 
BBM asks the COM countries to indicate, when registering their chaperones, which conveyors will 
and will not participate. 
 
Catalogs, diplomas, and medals 
Louis Heremans will deliver the catalogs, diplomas, and medals for the foreign participants to the 
stand of the participating COM country. 
 
We hope to receive the first batch of catalogs on Thursday evening, January 15, 2026, so that each 
country can receive and deliver a first batch of catalogs to their visiting participants starting on the 
first opening day. The second and final batch of catalogs will be delivered on Friday evening, 
January 16, 2026, and the remaining catalogs will be delivered at that time to each country. 
 
The medals and diplomas will be delivered together to the stand of each participating COM 
country. 
 
Return of the show birds 
The Mondial 2026 exhibition closes to the public on Sunday, January 18, 2026, at 4:00 PM. The 
return of the Belgian birds is scheduled to begin at 5:00 PM. We would like the foreign attendants 
to begin their return at 7:00 PM. 
 
In January 2026, it can be quite cold in Marche-en-Famenne, so it's definitely not a good idea for 
foreign conveyors to spend the time between closing time (4:00 PM) and the start of return (7:00 
PM) outside, which is usually possible without any problems in southern countries. Foreign 
conveyors will be able to spend the time in the cafeteria for conveyors and helpers, at the back of 
Palace 1, and/or put the finishing touches on preparing their transport cages for the return 
journey. 
 
On Sunday, January 18, 2026, de-caging birds will be allowed until 10:00 PM, but no later. We plan 
to close at that time to give the birds, the conveyors, and the organizers enough rest before 
resuming the de-caging process on Monday morning at 8:30 AM.  
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6. Information for the visitors 
 
As mentioned before the Mondial 2026 takes place at the following location: 
 

Wallonie Expo (WEX) 
Rue des Deux Provinces, 1 

BE – 6900 Marche-en-Famenne 
Belgium 

 
Visitors follow the blue route to the left side entrance of the parking lot, with the exception of 
buses and people with disabilities, who must pass the main entrance to the WEX parking lot. 
Parking spaces for people with disabilities are located near the main entrance of the WEX. Buses 
park on the right side of the parking lot, where a separate space is reserved for them. 
 

 
 
Parking costs: 
 

 € 8,00 per car per day; every day the driver receives a numbered ticket in a different 
color that must be clearly visible behind the windshield of the car.; 

 Buses and people with disabilities can park free of charge.  
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Access to the Mondial: 

 
 Every participant who has registered at least three birds for Mondial 2026 will receive a 

wristband upon arrival, granting access for the three opening days (from January 16 to 18, 
2026); 

 Every participant who has registered fewer than three birds for Mondial 2026 will receive 
a wristband upon arrival, granting access for one day; 

 Additional entry tickets for people accompanying participants can be purchased online in 
advance; more information is available at the following address: Presale tickets – Mondial 
Belgium 2026; 

 There will be three queues at the entrance to the Mondial: 
o A queue for visitors who still need to purchase an entry ticket; 
o A queue for visitors who have purchased their tickets online in advance and only 

need to have them validated; 
o A queue for Mondial participants; 

 An entrance ticket costs €15.00 per person per day. 
 
It's quite possible that it can be quite cold in Marche-en-Famenne in mid-January, especially in the 
mornings. The WEX has parking space for approximately 3.000 cars, so the distance from the car 
to the venue entrance can be considerable, and additional parking with shuttle buses will be used. 
Therefore, BBM recommends that visitors bring a coat. A cloakroom will be available upon 
entering the WEX where you can leave your coat and pick it up again upon departure, for a fee of 
€ 2,00 per coat and per storage. 
 
There will also be a booth selling Mondial 2026 catalogs. Visitors who are not attending the 
Mondial 2026 can purchase a catalog there for € 20,00. Visitors who did attend the Mondial have 
already paid for their catalog (preferred rate of € 16,00) when they registered and can pick it up at 
their country's booth in Palace 5. 
 
Opening hours for Mondial 2026: 
 

 Friday, January 16, 2026:   from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM 
 Saturday, January 17, 2026:  from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM 
 Sunday, January 18, 2026:   from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 
The parking will be open from 7:30 AM. From 8:00 AM, tickets can be purchased and/or validated 
to enter the central WEX hall, where the Mondial Café is located. There, visitors can enjoy a cup 
of coffee or something else, and perhaps even a sandwich. 
 
Everything offered in the cafeteria: hot and cold drinks, sandwiches, hot dishes, desserts, reusable 
cups, and more … is all paid for with the same tokens. These tokens can be purchased either from 
vending machines (cash or card payment) or at the "Tokens" sales desk.  
The price per token is € 1,25. 
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The Mondial Café will have tables and chairs for over 400 people, where visitors can relax and chat 
over a Belgian beer, soft drink, or hot beverage. Food trucks will also be available, offering a variety 
of dishes: fries with hot snacks, hamburgers, hot dogs, sandwiches (ham and cheese), pasta dishes, 
and Brussels and Liège waffles. 
 
Gala evening 
On Saturday evening, January 17, 2026, starting at 8:00 PM, the Mondial 2026 gala evening will 
take place at Club WEX in the front part of Palace 1 of the WEX. It will begin with a reception 
featuring drinks and appetizers, followed by a 4-course dinner (soup, appetizer, main course, 
dessert) with water, soft drinks, and white and red wine. The evening will conclude with coffee or 
tea. 
 
Participation in the gala evening costs € 70,00 per person. 
 
When registering their birds, Mondial participants must also indicate how many people they wish 
to bring to the gala evening. Payment must be made along with the registration fee for the birds 
and the (mandatory) catalog. 
 
Visitors to the Mondial who are not participating themselves can also attend the gala evening, 
while supplies last. To do so, they must contact the BBM secretariat (Désiré NOËL – 
desire.noel@vvnk.net – +32(0)495226778), register the number of participants, and pay the 
participation fee to the BBM account (IBAN: BE87 1030 8876 7394 – BIC code: NICABEBB) before 
December 31, 2025. 
 
The following priorities will be applied when reserving places for the gala evening: 
 
1. Guests attending the gala evening (official delegation from the city of Marche-en-Famenne, 

COM, OMJ, ICT, BOU, guests from COM, BBM board); 
2. Official foreign and Belgian conveyors; 
3. Participants in Mondial 2026; 
4. Visitors who are not themselves participants and additional conveyors. 
 
It will not be possible to reserve places for the gala evening during the opening days, so BBM is 
asking the COM countries to clearly communicate to their participants and visitors that places for 
the gala evening must be reserved and paid for by December 31, 2025. 
 
De-caging of the showbirds 
The Mondial 2026 closes to the public on Sunday, January 18, 2026, at 4:00 PM. The release of 
Belgian birds is scheduled to begin at 5:00 PM. We would like the release of foreign conveyors to 
begin at 7:00 PM. 
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7. Information form COM countries – Mondial 2026 

 

 

Country:

MAIN CONVEYOR Excursion Gala

Name:

First name:

Telephone number:

E-mail address:

Date arrival in BE:

License plate vehicle 1:

License plate vehicle 2:

OTHER CONVEYORS

Name First name Room Excursion Gala

1

1

2

2

3

3

4

4

5

5

OTHER CONVEYORS

Name Excursion Gala

(sleeping in a single room: € 135 or € 150 extra pp)

First name

(2 conveyors sleeping in a double room)


